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Fitzpatrick, Col. Universal Military Training. Whit- 
House. Sept. 18, 1945. ix, 374p. $3.00. 


Colonel Fitzpatrick, the author Universal 
Training, has had considerable experience the admini- 
stration wartime conscription World Wars and 
but essentially civilian and educator. has 
carefully studied the question peacetime conscription 
order make his own mind this highly con- 
troversial issue and doing has produced challenging 
book. the preface states briefly and bluntly his 
creed proponent universal military training 
peacetime. Then sixteen chapters discusses the 
problem from every angle. comprehensive book 
that possibly errs being too comprehensive. the 
close most chapters there brief summary the 
main points treated and the end the book there 
good index. 


the first and longest chapter, under the heading “The 
Contemporary Discussion” Colonel Fitzpatrick presents 
objectively various opinions for and against Universal 
Military Training. deals unhesitatingly with the hazy 
and fallacious notions that have been given circulation 
persons high places. Extended proposals for overall 
United States Military personnel policy, which universal 
military training has been incorporated, are made the 
next chapter. This followed critical analysis 
General Marshall’s directive September 1944 all 
War Department planners and outline the Army 
program for universal compulsory military training which 
evolved therefrom. Then there digression, for chap- 
ter, defense the maintenance adequate Regular 
Army and Regular Navy and description the functions 
each. This followed another chapter discus- 
sion the Militia idea and the National Guard, with 
attention the historical background and the more 


less traditional War Department attitude neglect and 
opposition the National Guard. proposed that the 
Citizens’ Army raised under universal training should 
become Reserve the National Guard. 

Chapter discusses the myth voluntary enlistment 
the armed forces and the fact conscription American 
wartime history. strong case presented for the im- 
portance conscription wartime and the necessity 
eliminating all voluntary enlistments. 


With Chapter VII the book gets down business dis- 
cussing “What Universal Military Training?”. The 
training that meant this discussion is, without equivo- 
cation camouflage, military training; and the justifica- 
tion for primarily the “providing for the common 
defense,” (p. The next two chapters discuss, 
who should trained, how they would procured and 
how the system should administered. Detailed sug- 
gestions are made for the administration the program 
under civilian auspices the time actual induction. 


Chapter and the three following chapters, the most 
vociferous champions peacetime conscription will find 
little comfort. “The Educational Values Year 
Military Training” faced fearlessly. claims for 
the educational results military training the cultiva- 
tion patriotism, active citizenship, social cooperation 
and uplift, character formation and self-discipline are ex- 
aggerated. The direct educational results will largely 
the lowest levels educational achievement. Training 
illiterates functional literacy the most obvious direct 
educational result the training” (p. 228). The Ameri- 
can Legion propaganda given chapter itself. 
widely-circulated pamphlet entitled “Answers Ques- 
tions and Objections Regarding Universal Military Train- 
ing” receives some devastating criticism showing its 
inconsistencies and errors. Then this judgment passed: 
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“Nothing could more injurious the universal military 
training program than any general belief that those spon- 
soring, supporting, directing the universal military train- 
ing program had any such conception human beings 
implied the Legion’s answers these ‘arguments’ 
(p. 242). The national health argument favor uni- 
versal military training “debunked” Chapter XII and 
nation-wide program physical fitness extending over 
the whole life the individual advocated. Under the 
heading, “Social Aspects and Results Military Train- 
(Chapter XIII) the author admits: “There are social 
losses and social dangers universal military training: 
loss production, interruption education, dislocation 
industrial fields, danger revolutionary propaganda, 
emphasizing further centralization power, increased 
regimentation” (p. 290). convinced, however, that 
such program necessary during the period that nations 
are learning the ways cooperation and the ways 
permanent and durable peace. 


The Conscientious Objector receives sympathetic treat- 
ment Chapter XIV. Reasons are given why should 
considered under peacetime program universal 
military training well under wartime conscription. 
Chapter favors the repeal the Reserve clause the 
present Selective Training and Service Act which pre- 
sumably would remain force after the Act itself ex- 
pires. The Reserve created under the program 
universal military training should allocated the 
National Guard rather than the Regular Army. The 
final chapter discusses the question whether not 
Congress can legislate compulsory military training 
peacetime. The question has been decided the affirma- 
tive far wartime and periods emergency are con- 
cerned, but still open question for peacetime, al- 
though the presumption that decision the courts 
would favorable. 


This exceptionally frank and fearless book 
hotly controverted issue. objective its treatment 
and fair opponents and proponents. times repeti- 
tion ideas annoy and excursions into matters only in- 
directly touching the main controversy make the book 
longer than need be, but important contribution 
and should long way toward clearing much the 
prevalent confusion thinking this issue. 

favoring universal military training, Colonel Fitzpatrick 
hews pretty closely the official War Department views 
although shows independence judgment re- 
gard many details. Paradoxically enough, devotes 
more space disavowing the extravagant claims some 
proponents universal military training than does 
meeting the arguments those who oppose such training 
peacetime. fact, frankly accepts many the 
arguments the opponents and declares them some 
the real sacrifices that must made the face 
military necessity. 

doubt will win new adherents universal military 
training. may responsible for some defections from 
the ranks the part those adherents who previously 
held erroneous notions. good source book for those 
who oppose universal military training. should 
interest especially educators and all serious students 
the problem. Edward Stanford, O.S.A. 

Augustinian College 
Washington 17, 


Hauser, The German Talks Back. 


saw has it, then the publication Mr. Hauser’s 
ordinary document timely piece work. The book 
apologia the well known German émigré author 
himself has felt called make view his quixotic 


determination put end six peaceful and profitable 


years the American haven returning fatherland 
believes accursed. Any practical value, however, that 
the student America’s German problem may find 
Heinrich Hauser’s attempted defense will rest upon the 
truth falsehood the hypothesis that actually 
representative Germany’s politically active intellectual 
élite—a claim far from adequately proved. If, the 
other hand, his publishers seem believe, Mr. Hauser’s 
the voice conquered but contumacious German 
Volk, then again are against the inevitable “German 
mentality”, and the reading public may well have before 
its eyes second Mein Kampf. The work would then 
warning Teutonic storms ahead, body directive 
data for the American venture Middle Europe. 
tory still made the free actions men based 
what they think right. 

Regardless the reader’s opinion Heinrich Hauser’s 
capacity speak for nation, will vehemently 
moved the author’s infuriating indictment American 
motivations, and his egotistic interpretation his own 
flight back the homeland symbolic the definitive 
parting the ways for Europe and The 
author’s pessimism regard the ultimate upshot 
America’s European experiment depressing the 
nihilism sees ravaging every post-War German soul. 
Naively assuming that the recent war was ideological 
clash Mr. Hauser states that Democracy has lost the 
flict; Europe more than ever wedded some form 
totalitarianism. The German, natura, can never 
made democratic; his joyous “Hosanna” before the shining 
American Messiah must change frenzied 
because the self-styled deliverer Middle Europe will 
inevitably come stammering Gospel which himself 
has already half ceased believe. According 
dismal analysis the German character the modem 
Teuton must cry either “Heil Hitler!” “Heil 
Following the same iron law necessity the American 
must repeat the mistakes another day and hang him 
self his own rope his serious efforts obtaining 
security. The author does his people questionable ser 
vice portraying them too perverted nature 
his country’s blatant ineptitude the line inde 
pendent self-improvement, Hauser maintains that ruined 
Germany pull itself its own efforts and work 
out its own salvation. And, you please, the Prussian 
asceticism the Teutonic Knights become the Ger 
man Nation’s self-imposed discipline 
“What,” the student will ask, “is keep that régime, 
left itself, from developing ultimately into the 
furor teutonicus the original model?” 
ser’s position implies that, willy-nilly, the classical Welt 
asks the rest the world content itself with wreath 
and polite withdrawal. 

Germany must hate Democratic America, primarily 
its impertinent pedagogical efforts and 
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runs Mr. Hauser’s line, agravated 
despair bred defeat, may result general apostasy 
from Europe and mass conversion 
cannot denied that such danger exists; the fear inspired 
the Russian Bear’s shadow the European threshold 
longer tradition than Professor Morgenthau’s foot- 
note (p. 125) would seem indicate. Americans can 
commit strategic errors; but admit that such misman- 
agement inevitable rank defeatism. Nevertheless 
his biased presentation items case against America 
Germany’s mentor Mr. Hauser does bring out num- 
ber points citizens the best place earth can 
well ponder First there the historic 
factor isolationism which has often caused the 
American turtle shrink back into his shell after 
spree. Then there the thoughtless mis- 
representation the democratic way which the Ameri- 
can film has only too often been guilty. 
contests staged the fun-loving land plenty and por- 
trayed the silver screens half-starved Europe can 
have devastating effect the audience. The author’s 
often unnecessarily strong language will drive home the 
reader’s mind the fact that many gullible foreigners must 
now have gained pretty low opinion American 
morality, due Hollywood’s efforts sell abroad the 
American haut Birth control, progressive educa- 
tion and bobby-socks are poor articles for American export. 
The patronizing arrogance the American tourist crowds 
“Poor Old Europe” has not always left the best 
impressions. But, again, unwarranted pessimism 
assert that this record cannot straightened out, even 
this late date, truly representative Americans the 
scene. 


too, don’t suppose Americans would find fault with 
the principles underlying Hauser’s proposals for the New 
Germany, they could cleansed the taint the 
Prussian mythos. notion this regard apparently 
follows the pattern the former back-to-the-farm, down- 
to-earth Tat-Kreis movement which himself formerly 
sponsored. The plan would call for the organization 
which himself formerly sponsored. The plan would 
call for the organization the electorate into occupational 
groups lieu political parties. elected 
president would surrounded cabinet chosen from 
national assembly representative the occupational 
organizations, and unhampered parliament. The 
general aim would the creation small town, agri- 
cultural, non-industrial, decentralized German 
Staat. this connexion the author guilty curious 
inconsistency; his first pages would prove the devastating 
effect American program for the de-industrialization 
Germany would have 


The German Talks Back important document; its 
content and itself, laboratory specimen, reve- 
lation the dangerously difficult state mind brought 
the overwhelming physical defeat. stands 
warning that the victor’s job but half finished.- the 
first place, Germany-bound Heinrich Hauser indeed 
tepresentative the all-important German intelligentsia, 
then the members that élite corps must somehow 
persuaded give the dangerous sport setting 
and knocking down straw men. pages, too, will 
constitute irritating challenge the thoughtful Ameri- 
can who interested making the effort see himself 
others see him. mind the publisher’s fears that 
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Americans general might swallow the book’s frequently 
hazy history and unreliable conclusions were quite un- 
founded. Nevertheless the reading public will grateful 
for careful preface and the informative introductory re- 
marks and foot-notes historian Hans Morgenthau 
the University Chicago. 

Frank Fadner 

University Scranton 


Harvard Committee Report. General Education Free 
Society. Harvard University Press. Aug. 1945. xix, 267p. 
$2.00. 


This the report twelve members the Harvard 
faculty who were appointed the spring 1943 
committee make comprehensive study the “Objec- 
tives General Education Free Society”. gener- 
ous fund was placed their disposal. After two years 
work the report now completed and available all 
attractively printed book. The book deals with the 
broad educational picture the United States with par- 
ticular emphasis the Secondary Schools. Only one 
the six chapters particularly directed Harvard. 


the introduction, President Conant makes clear that 
the book delves “into the problems general education 
both school and college” and largely that score justi- 
fies the use the phrase “general education” rather than 
“liberal education”. 


Chapter describes briefly the development education 
the United States. the seventy years preceding 
World War during which the population the country 
increased three times over, pointed out that high 
school enrollments multiplied ninety times and college en- 
rollments about thirty times. Seventy years ago three- 
quarters those going high school went college. 
Today this record has been completely reversed. the 
future, high schools must care for even greater numbers 
than the past and face the problem the vast diver- 
gencies the talents youth. far courses are con- 
cerned “there solution simply striking dull aver- 
age satisfactory neither the quick nor the slow” (p. 11). 
Neither there solution wide diversity courses that 
emphasize the divisive forces democratic form life. 
“The root idea general education balance and 
counterpoise the forces which divide group from group 
within the high school and the high school from the col- 
lege” (p. 14). 


The impact social change the high schools next 
considered. Reference made the problems created 
the shift population from rural urban; equalization 
educational opportunities; federal aid; decline the 
educational influence the home, the church, the com- 
munity and the consequent shifting additional respon- 
sibilities the schools. Educative influences the 
movie and radio adult education and community life 
are recognized, but pointed out that “one need 
soft paternalist believe that never the history the 
world have vulgarity and debilitation beat insistently 
the mind they now from screen, radio and news- 


stand” (p. 30). 


The problem general education twofold: need for 
diversity, even greater diversity than exists present 
the still largely bookish curriculum, since nothing else will 
match the actual range intelligence and background 


; 


~ 
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among students; need for some principle 
unity, since without the curriculum flies into pieces and 
even the studies any one student are atomic unbal- 
anced both” (p. 32). 


The chapter concluded with discussion “the search 
for unity” particularly applies the colleges. Men- 
tion made that “Sectarian, particularly Roman Catholic 
colleges have course their solution, which was generally 
shared American colleges until less than century ago: 
namely the conviction that Christianity gives meaning and 
ultimate unity all parts the curriculum, indeed 
the whole life the college. But whatever one’s views, 
religion not now for most colleges practicable course 
intellectual unity” (p. 39). The solution unity “is 
evidently looked for the character American 
society, society not wholly the new world since 
came from the old, not wholly given innovation since 
acknowledges certain fixed beliefs, not even wholly 
law unto itself since there are principles above the state” 


(p. 41). 


the second chapter, under the heading “Theory 
General Education”, the authors expound their view 
adequate philosophy education. The “supreme need 
American education for unifying purpose and idea”. 
recently century ago doubt existed about such 
purpose: was train the Christian citizen. Nor was 
there doubt how this training was accomplished.” 
“All Catholic and many Protestant institutions thus 
appeal the Christian view man and history 
viding both final meaning and immediate standards for 


life” (p. 43). 


The nearest practicable approach today this “enviable 
certainty both goal and means” for most institutions 
“the sense heritage”. “The appeal heritage 
partly the authority, partly the clarification the 
past about what important the present” (p. 43). 


From this sense heritage comes “the belief man’s 
dignity” and “the recognition his duty his fellow 
man”. Thus stated the authors believe “the goal edu- 
cation not conflict with but largely includes the goals 
religious education, education the Western tradition 
and education modern democracy” (p. 46). 


General education distinct from “special” education 
“is used indicate that part student’s whole educa- 
tion which looks first all his life responsible 
human being and citizen; while the term special education 
indicates that part which looks the student’s com- 
petence some occupation” (p. 51). 


The abilities which should fostered general educa- 

tion “are: think effectively, communicate thought, 
make relevant judgments, discriminate among values” 


(p. 65). 


chapter three, under the heading “Problems Diver- 
sity”, the authors take the immense variation among 
students impinges upon general education. The prob- 
lem seems boil down this: “How can general educa- 
tion adapted different ages and, above all, differing 
abilities and outlooks, that can appeal deeply each, 
yet remain goal and essential teaching the same for all?” 
(p. 83). But the crux the matter discover the 
right general education not for able young men but for 
the less gifted. they are the people whom the totali- 
tarian states have regimentated. Yet democracy imposes 
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them, all, the task responsible private 
ment, and for the schools fit them for this task 
every possible means” (p. 95). Suggestions are offered 
how this might effected and the plea made that 
“the problem these less gifted young people must 
faced. 
are worthy and valuable democratic citizens any- 
one else” (p. 96). 


general education for the schools covering 
the three areas the natural sciences, the social sciences 
and the humanities “should form continuing core for 
all, taking least half student’s time. That does 
not mean that all should have exactly the same courses, 
... There must courses different and dif. 
ferent method each the three sphers general edu- 
cation, and the criterion for membership these should 
neither student’s intentions life nor his background 
nor the kind diploma for which aiming, but simply 
whether not given course the best for him—which 
say, criterion ability” (p. 99, 100). 


chapter four the authors deal with the various areas 
general education the secondary schools defining the 
studies that are appropriate and describing what, their 
opinion, first importance each area. The chapter 
concludes with discussion education and the human 
being which are pointed out some the important 
qualities necessary for “integrated and sound human 
being”. this connection the observation made: “The 
schools cannot everything. When they attempt_too 
many tasks, they sometimes fail any them well, 
other social institutions are concerned with helping the 
individual develop personal competence, while the schools 
have the special and major responsibility furthering the 
growth intellectual abilities” (p. 170). The influence 
the teacher ways other than through formal teaching; 
the place extracurricular activities, moral guidance and 
physical health are also discussed. 


The application Harvard College the Committee’s 
views general education discussed chapter five. 
They emphasize that their recommendations are not spe 
cifically intended for other American institutions higher 
learning. 


The final chapter treats general education the 
munity. The importance adult education explained. 
The bottleneck effective adult education the lack 
intelligent guides and teachers. General education 
visaged capable doing much remedy this situation. 
“It small part the argument for general education, 
have conceived it, that those whom has been 
well furthered school and college are more likely than 
specialists good guides for adults. They are more 
likely have kept the common touch and remember 
what being attempted. They are more likely, also, 
find adult education, which has glittering prizes 
offer and calls for all the proverbial patience saint, 
satisfying life and even something the reward 
ministry” (p. 261). 

This book not the epochal document that advance press 
accounts would lead one expect, but the first three chap- 
ters are particularly interesting, thought provoking and 
marked sincerity. more than one occasion the 
honest reasoning the authors has led them head-on 
against the religious interpretation life, 
with faith God, the Creator, the source motivation 
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for the good life with its emphasis the worth the 
individual and the brotherhood man. 


There touch nostalgia about this frank confession 
which appears page 76: are not all unmindful 
the importance religious belief the completely good 
life. But, given the American scene with its varieties 
faith and even unfaith, did not feel pro- 
posing religious instruction part the curriculum. 
The love God tested the love never- 
theless the love God transcends merely human obliga- 
tions. must perforce speake purely humanistic 
terms confining ourselves the obligations man him- 
self and society. But have been careful delimit 
humanism not exclude the religious ideal” (p. 76). 


Why must truth sidestepped when Eternal Truth? 
Edward Stanford, O.S.A., 


Augustinian College, 


Washington 17, 


Catholic Book Club---September Selection 
Mac- 


Scrivener, Jane. Inside Rome with the Germans. 
millan. Sept. 11, 1945. 204p. $2.50. 


foreword, less authority upon European affairs 
than Carlton Hayes assures the veracity, de- 
pendability and adequacy the Catholic American reli- 
gious who has used the literary pseudonym Jane Scri- 
vener presenting with running account, diary 
form, the events which filled the anxious days Rome 
from September 1943, until June Scri- 
vener one employed the Vatican bureau concerned 
with tracing the fate missing persons was permitted 
remain Rome after the declaration war and could 
move freely from her religious house her work the 
Vatican. That work also gave her entrée sources 
information which could keep her well posted the 
trends major events while her own ready intelligence 
gather facts and impressions the daily hap- 
penings about her. 


Her diary begins with the news the Armistice which 
Badoglio had concluded with the Allies and describes 
the joy and elation with which the Romans received 
and their ardent hope for the quick advent Allied 
forces which they thought could not long delayed. 
But then the Germans held Cassino and hope slowly 
turned ashes German occupation Rome began 
and became more stringent daily. Throughout this jour- 
nal see the sad succession events which followed. 
Underground patriot forces interfered with German troop 
and supply movements; assassinations became more fre- 
quent not only Germans but also the despised neo- 
Fascists who skulked vultures behind their Nazi mas- 
ters; then came retaliation and the slaughter innocent 
hostages; the Fascist Militia was established and when few 
could gathered for the Nazis instituted pro- 
gram compulsory labor service. All this time the 
Germans had declared Rome open city but had 
continued garrison and use marshalling point 
for the movement troops and supplies, pretending hor- 
tor when Allied bombings continued the face their 
patently false declaration. 


Meanwhile the Papacy stood unflinchingly rock 


salvation for the Romans. The integrity Vatican City 
itself was respected the Nazis but several occasions 
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buildings Rome which enjoyed extraterritorial immunity 
were violated and those who had sought refuge were 
removed. When the Germans kept food from the city, 
columns Papal trucks brought and Papal agencies 
distributed prevent the spread real starvation. 
The Pope himself refused leave Rome, remaining with 
his flock its danger. Rumors the impending with- 
drawal the Nazis and the consequent abduction the 
Pope were always rife but nothing ever came them. 
Always the Pope remained bulwark for his Romans. 
When finally the Germans did leave there were days 
confusion with their consequent violence but, general, 
withdrawal the Nazis and entrance the Allies was 
orderly affair unattended the usual savagery which 
occurs during the conquest great city. 


This book realy day day record historical events 
they occurred. crystal clear description events, 
tinged with the immediacy and urgency their actual 
occurrence, and clarifies events which our own journalistic 
coverage enabled see but dimly. Save for few Fascist 
elements the Romans did not cooperate with the Nazis 
but were uncooperative any conquered people, Nazi 
occupation Rome was severe, actual starvation im- 
pended, the Pope did not compromise with the Nazis and 
Allied liberation evoked spontaneous thanksgiving 
the Romans St. Peter’s Square which would make the 
usual victory celebration blush for comparison. The book 
can recommended for all classes readers. 


* * * 


Schlesinger, Arthur M., Jr. The Age Jackson. 
Brown. Sept. 13, 1945. 577p. $5.00. 


Possibly The Defense Jackson would serve more 
accurate and revealing title than the one 
ently the author decided write book which would 
vindicate Jackson all charges that have been hurled 
against him. Ordinarily historical writers maintain that 
one should never write book prove something; rather, 
one should present truthful account possible 
the era being considered, and then let the facts speak for 
themselves. Those who read this book will reminded 
The Tragic Era, Claude Bowers, and the valiant 
defense offered that volume behalf Andrew John- 
son. Bowers admittedly not detached writer, and 
although the junior Schlesinger perhaps wishes 
viewed objective his historical writing, evidence 
objectivity not too apparent this book. 


Little, 


The volume some extent treatment American 
life from Jefferson Lincoln, with emphasis being placed 
the administrations Jackson. The author the 
opinion that the principles enunciated Jefferson were 
practically moribund 1825; radicalism had been sup- 
planted conservatism; the consideration which had 
been given Jefferson the needs the common 
people had been superseded disgusting obeisance 
the moneyed aristocracy. Jackson was the man who was 
change this. The author makes clear that differs 
from Abernethy and others who have depicted Jackson 
political opportunist. Even the struggle over the 
Bank, which receives detailed consideration, the author 
finds Jackson sound and reasonable all times. The 
ranting speeches, some the milder ones which are 
quoted directly, which Jackson delivered visiting busi- 
ness men and bankers who sought modification his 
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attitude toward the Bank the United States, are con- 
sidered not indicative Jackson’s real opinions. 
fact, Jackson depicted relieving himself bombast 
such occasions, order amuse himself. Just how 
Jackson supposed grow stature when por- 
trayed delivering speeches which himself regarded 
ridiculous not too easy see. 


Since Jackson emerges victorious all battles, neces- 
sary that his adversaries should suffer, They do. Natur- 
ally, John Quincy Adams receives rather rough treatment, 
particularly connection with the rare virtue political 
consistency. Clay and Webster, not being able accept 
Jacksonian principles, are criticized accordingly. There 
seems tendency imply that all who differed 
with Jackson were insincere, least lacking political 
vision. Strangely enough, compliments are paid Cal- 
houn, who credited with possessing “the supreme intelli- 
gence among the statesmen his day (p. 243).” How- 
ever, the struggle between Jackson and Calhoun, there 
sustained effort present forcefully the arguments 
advanced Calhoun. The panic 1837 not associated 
with the specie circular, nor with the struggle that Jack- 
son had waged against the Bank. Van Buren credited 
with much could possibly given him, the 
way accomplishments. 


One the most interesting features the book will 
found its brief and penetrating biographical sketches. 
Some perhaps are not quite fair the individuals con- 
cerned. rather hostile spirit toward religious groups 
seems evident now and then, the remarks made 
about Orestes Brownson: “For some years energetically 
explored those lines Catholic dogma which reject 
democracy and sanctify authoritarianism (p. 495).” Again, 
with reference Brownson, the author writes: “After 
becoming Catholic, course, encountered little 
difficulty clothing slavery with plausible moral justifica- 
tion (p. effort made convey the fact that 
Catholics have worked for centuries for democracy; 
attention paid the fact that Catholics have opposed 
slavery all forms for centuries. Other shortcomings 
that type might noted, and must admitted 
that they tend vitiate book which otherwise 
very interesting, very dramatically written, and which 
the same time scholarly. The documentation and the 
bibliography are all that anyone could demand; very 
detailed index further increases the value the book. 
The thoughtful analyses presented every chapter are 
provocative, even though not everyone will agree with 
the conclusions reached the author. one the 
better books 1945, however, and may well recom- 
mended the more serious reader American history. 


Paul Kiniery 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Literary Guild---October Selection 


Three 


Pinckney, Josephine. 


Sept. 21, 296p. 


One might call this novel manners the nouveau 
riche versus gentility even tale suspense; com- 
bines all features; the elements are familiar yet their han- 
dling proves that the author superior craftswoman for 
Three O’clock Dinner provides several hours pleasant 
entertainment for any adult. 


Best SELLERs 


Against background contemporary Charleston lived 
the Redcliffs medium wealth and deep Southern tradi- 
tions, closely knit family with pride their name, and 
their house. Curiously their only remaining child 
young Tat, whose mind that typical socialistic 
thinker, wishing unhampered social 
His father Wick, well-meaning, ultimately came 
fess, “The harder try help children with their 
problems, the more mess make”. Bachelor Uncle 
Lucian, the “gourmet sensation”, introduced for dual 
purpose; supply the sophisticated touch pedantry 
mixed with humor; act semi-comic relief gossip- 
monger. Then there Judith Redcliff whose surname 
was acquired marrying the elder son, Fen. For several 
years Judith has been widow who cannot forget the love 
that Fen gave her, affection that did not bear fruit 
children partly because the modern excuse waiting 
“until can afford one”. 


Next the mansion lived the Hessenwinkles, 
separated few feet wall symbolizing infinite dif- 
ferences tastes. August was solid Lutheran, devoted 


his work, determined raise his family along paths 


moral rectitude. Vinny, his wife, was Catholic 
decadent fashion whose faith the astrologer Mr. 
Marr stronger than the nameless pastor Sacred 
Heart Church. August would have been satisfied with 
his accomplishments; Vinny the one who could see the 
greener Redcliff grass that when Tat and her Lorena 
elope the telegraphic announcement brings consterna- 
tion the Hessenwinkle home does among the 


Redcliffs. 


Etta Redclif met the situation squarely. Nothing but 
mid-afternoon dinner which the guests are formally 
invited writing will do, three o’clock the Sunday 
after the marriage brings the Hessenwinkles under the 
Redcliff roof for the first time. little tension natural. 
The gradual development this tension through the clash 
the opposing groups shows the art Miss Pinckney. 
Deftly she brings out the antagonism latent betwee 
Lorena and Judith; hundred little scenes paragraphs 
she shows the interaction tradition personality. 
Poor August Hessenwinkle reveals what difference 
mixed religious marriage meant him. Lorena, near 
the end the story, signed the adoption paper releasing 
her illegitimate child the foster-parentage Judith 
ecause the officiousness Mrs. MacNab the Wel- 
fare Society. sequel meeting the clans, 
Lorena’s braggadacio the dinner began the critical series 
events leading quick and tragic crisis, only partially 
recovered through “happy” ending for the illegitimate 
child Lorena and Fen its adoption Judith. 


The book well written. maintains fine balance be- 
tween humor and suspense and love for humanity even 
though some the characters are acidly etched. Occa- 
sionally its language not suitable for children, e.g., the 
humanitarian atheistic expressions Tat Redcliff the 
sophistries bachelor Lucian, who can see “one the 
sharp little jests God” clash between Redcliff 
against Hessenwinkle, mockingly duplicated series 
mirrors the room where Wick Redcliff learning the 
bitter truth about his dead son Fen’s passionate escapade 
with Lorena. There are few sensual passages, e.g., 
which with the other points above, necessitate limiting 
recommendation adults. 


Vann, 
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Vann, Gerald, O.P. The Heart Man. 
Sept. 26, 1945. pp. viii, 182. $2.00. 

The Heart Man not mere cooperation 
political action economic adjustment nor does pro- 
pose ready formula for peace. Yet very emphatically 
book for the present. Both diagnosis and remedy are 
spiritual. Modern man has enthroned reason, and 
doing has divided man against recog- 
nizes the need freedom independence, unity, but 
reason alone does not unify nor does liberate. This 
the work the heart, love, guided reason. 
Reason, supreme, can only divide. The true life 
man not that individual standing against the 
rest creation, but that individual identified with 
creation. believe that there God whom 
‘all things live and move and have their being’, but 
easy world that prizes only the practical forget 
what the belief implies” (p. There must sense 
kinship and unity not only between man and man, 
but between man and the least thing God’s creation. 
The resurgence man must follow the order the Fall, 
and begin with the self. Reason, asserting its autonomy, 
has thereby lost control the rest the personality. 
has created pseudo-self, wherein order has given way 
anarchy and wherein every desire and impulse turn 
demands its own autonomy. this state the instincts 
self-preservation and propagation are the first 
astray. Disintegration the self not only loss 
our personal good, but has social effects, for not diffi- 
cult see that the good the human family bound 
with our own personal good. The fundamental error 
taking things ends rather than means, yielding 
the will possess rather than submitting the will 
something. Unity here will result when begin again 
regard things means not ends, and this will 
the work love directed reason. The utilizing attitude 
towards created things subtle form brutality, and 
its effect most terrible and the loneliness creates 
most profound the relations between human beings. 
economic machine, for man violation his divine 
destiny and the inviolability his personality. And 
treat another human being means one’s pleasure 
and call love the greatest degradation all. 


The way back the way worship. Worship includes 
reverence and service and love, and these must regulate 
our action not only regard God but regard 
other men and things well. Christian moral teaching 
tells first all what should be, and only secondly 
what must avoid doing. cannot therefore 
divorced from Christian belief. 


far the author has been speaking Man the Lover. 
the second part the book speaks Man the 
Maker, the making art, the making the family, 
and the making the world. art expresses his 
reverence for things, the making the family and the 
making the world expresses his reverence for man. 
There are excellent and eloquent passages the Liturgy 
the Church the highest form human art because 
expresses the highest reverence for things devoting 
them the service God. The common life love 
the family the fruit common effort. The common 
life peace the world the work common sense 
justice, which lays the groundwork, and charity, 
love, which cements the bonds union. 


Longmans. 
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The Heart Man recommended enthusiastically all 
who desire serious, meditative reading. The final chapter, 
particular, The Making the Church, will provide 
profitable reading for those who wish appreciate better 
their own part the building the Church. 


Charles Denecke, 
University Scranton 
+ 


Johnson, Edgar, ed. Treasury Satire. Simon and 


Schuster. Sept. 14, 1945. 770p. $3.95. 


Selections from some sixty authors, with individual in- 
troductions and larger prefatory discussion the nature, 
technique and value satire, make this bulky anthol- 
ogy. There are familiar selections from Aristophanes, 
Horace, Juvenal, Chaucer, Ben Jonson, Dryden, Swift, 
Samuel Johnson, Sheridan, Thomas Love Peacock, Byron, 
Dickens, Thackeray, Lewis Carroll, Gilbert and Sullivan, 
Oscar Wilde, Chesterton, Beerbohm, “Saki,” Sinclair 
Lewis, Thomas Hardy and James Thurber, with which 
one can have quarrel. They are representative the 
strength satire, and its better variety. 


his introduction, however, which includes other names 
and prepares for other inclusions, Edgar Johnson some- 
what contradictory. has been lecturing for some time 
the satiric temper literature, the New School for 
Social Research, and his comments are lecture 
experience. Perhaps result day day reactions, 
perhaps merely because the compiler intense 
modernist, the viewpoint broad illogical. 


With many his findings would quarrel intensely. 
Satire more than “the dirty dig, the wisecrack, the sar- 
casm” and true satire not present unless the attack 
stronger than these. Satire not mere derision mere 
laughter from superior vantage point. not invi- 
tation “to lift our eyebrows and mock,” and the object 
its mockery not “conventional respectabilities” 
“orthodoxy,” custom, good sense, the interference 
church, state moral law. does not invite man 
kick over the traces sneeringly; not “an antidote 
Pollyanna.” Because Edgar Johnson holds these views, 
one half his exposition, praises what others would 
call the stupid immorality Lucian’s Dialogues the 
Gods; selects not Donne’s true satires, but his childish 
boasts infidelity; picks the anti-conventionality Burns, 
the anti-religiousness Norman Douglas, the mere smart- 
ness Ogden Nash and Dorothy Parker. This why 
calls Juvenal “grim Puritan,” and Pope’s work “poison- 
ous miniature.” Satire demands some seriousness and 
sincerity the author; also demands that the object 
the attack itself evil, not good. 


other remarks, the anthologist agrees with this last 
interpretation, calling satirists “censors society,” who 
attack “evil arrogant and triumphant, victorious and 
riding for fall” and “blown-up insignificances.” Satire 
not insolence insult, not the expression 
grudge gripe. There are too many selections which 
reveal more than this; there are too many others which 
are petty expressions irritation the existence the 
opposites the Seven Deadly Sins. Satire touches the 
intellect, the critic does admit; but half the selections 
the book merely flip the edges the most ordinary 
emotions. his contention that valuable and 
lasting literary exercise, would agree; the stand 
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Chesterton (who badly represented) and Ronald 
Knox (who, obviously, not represented all). 


The book has the partial successfulness all personal 
anthologies; its accompanying comments, which irritate 
beyond charity any traditional critic, make less successful 
than most such literary diaries. 
James Edward Tobin 
Fordham University 


* * * 


Graves, Robert. Hercules, Shipmate. Creative Age. 


Sept. 28, 1945. 464p. $3.00. 


Everyone knows vaguely that there tale about one 
Jason and his voyage with band adventurous spirits, 
the Argonauts, quest the Golden Fleece. Those 
more familiar with the classics know the story some- 
what more detail but only few classical scholars know 
the wealth material that exists the Mr. 
Graves has dug deeply into that material and has evolved 
from savage tale adventure pagan Greece. 
Historical Appendix Mr. Graves discusses the sources 
from which drew his material and gives his reasons 
for holding that the voyage the Argo was historical 
event which might fixed circa 1225 dis- 
cusses also the reasons for his treatment specific scenes, 
persons happenings the face conflicting evidence 
from the sources. 


The book opens with brief survey the origins the 
ancient Greeks and the development their complicated 
pagan mythology which worship the Triple God- 
dess was incorporated into and partly replaced that 
the better known Olympians, resulting religious con- 
troversies which led continuous Under the 
Triple Goddess woman was supreme and there was 
such thing marriage family; with the advent the 
Olympians monogamy better monandry, since there 
seemed few scruples over male infidelity, came into 
style and woman was relegated lesser place. 
the Triple Goddess incorporated into Olympian mythology 
the wife Zeus, where once she had been his mother 
and, since was male, always his enemy, discord was 
even more certain. One the incidents that discord 
was the stealing the sacred Golden Fleece from 
shrine Zeus Greece the children Athamas and 
its removal Colchis the Western end the Black 
Sea Phrixus. 

Secretly reared the Centaurs, Jason tricked his 
uncle Pelias who has usurped the regency the kingdom 
into seeking recover the Golden Fleece. Through 
divinations, oracles and dreams Jason receives guidance 
from all the gods and goddesses and gathers his crew 
Argonauts. wealth detail the author describes 
every incident the process and the succeeding jour- 
ney along the coast Greece, across the Aegean and 
through Dardanelles, Marmion and Bosphorus. The crew 
varied and even more varied are their adventures 
including stops Lemnos where they help repopulate 
island whose women had killed all the men and 
Samothrace where they were initiated into the mysteries 
the Triple Goddess. three characters Mr. Graves 
has lavished attention—Hercules, whom delineates 
boor, braggart and bully but usually able accom- 
plish his boasts; Jason, who shown rather witless, 
surly, vain boy whose one accomplishment his ability 


Graves Smyth 


Best 


make any woman love him; Echion, herald, who 
the epitome Greek intrigue, slyness, deceit and treach- 
ery. There wealth other characters and more 
than abundant wealth incident before the Argonauts 
come Colchis where, with Medea’s aid Jason acquires 
the Fleece and Aetes loses his life. When Apsyrtus, 
Aetes’s son, traps the Argonauts they outtalk him and 
then outwit him treacherously slain Jason and 
Medea. Until these two are purified they cannot return 
the Afgo which sails without them. They are purified 
and rejoin the Argo which then returns Greece where 
the famous incident Pelias’s death the hands his 
daughters occurs under Medea’s The Argo- 
nauts disperse and Medea assumes the throne Corinth 
with Jason her husband. But they soon part and suffer 
unhappy ends all the Argonauts. 


Quite Bulfinchian style and rather slow 
Hercules, Shipmate nevertheless fairly successful 
attempt building adventure story from mytho- 
logical portrays the pagan Greeks sensual 
and licentious, superstitious, deceitful and rather low 
species humanity. However the book not for the 
ordinary reader because the very nature the material 
with which deals and because the casual inclusion 
sexuality nauseam. Not that the treatment sex 
overly offensive but merely that recurs constantly 
probably did primitive pagan people who built 
many their religious ceremonies about it. its very 
nature the book suitable only for mature readers who 
have legitimate interest its subject matter. 


Smyth Henry Atomic Energy for Military Purposes. 
The official report the development the atomic bomb 
under the auspices the United States Government, 
1940-1945. Princeton University Press. Sept. 15, 
264p. Cloth, $2.00; paper, $1.25. 


July this year desolate spot New Mexico 
new type bomb prodigious power and destructiveness 
was tested. marked the beginning new area 
military history, new step the frightfulness war. 
This bomb combined with the new long range rockets 
makes evident that there can never again truly 
isolated spot this earth. 


The new bomb was the first make use the enormous 
energy locked atomic nuclei. proved many 
thousands times more explosive than the same amount 
T.N.T. Indeed this type bomb powerful that 
two Japanese cities were all but obliterated when two 
the bombs were dropped them. date there 
military weapon which can even approach sheer 
destructiveness. 

some the advent the atomic bomb portends the 
doom humanity, and others marks the opening 
bright new era, the Atomic Age. will take time— 
perhaps enly few years—to learn whether, either, the 
pessimistic the optomistic view will prove correct. 
What the United States, whose country was chiefly 
responsible for the development this bomb, should 
about question which urgently needs intelligent 
possible should learn many the facts about 
possible. The book, Atomic Energy for Military Purposes, 
written one the consultants for the Atomic Bomb 
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Project, gives many the facts about the new bomb— 
Obviously the book does not divulge the secrets 
the materials and construction the bomb. However 
the opinion many the scientists who contributed 
its development that the secrets the bomb cannot 
long kept. 


Atomic Energy for Military Purposes semi-technical 
ccount the research and development activities 
led the atomic bomb. report intensive and 
varied research, hurried construction, and feverish pro- 
curement materials, personnel and engineering facili- 
ties. The book gives one understanding the enor- 
mous magnitude the project and the great secrecy 
with which was carried out. The final product, the 
atomic bomb, even came surprise many who 
worked it. 


The introductory chapters cover such items as: the funda- 
mental physics elementary particles, the equivalence 
energy and mass, nuclear reactions and artificial radio- 
activity, the discovery uranium fission, the discovery 
the trans-uranium element plutonium which also sub- 
ject fission, and the possibility sustained nuclear 
reaction. The discovery uranium fission, the splitting 
uranium nuclei into two other atomic nuclei with the 
enormous energy when bombarded neutrons, 
was the first step the development the atomic bomb. 
This discovery was made Germany and was reported 
early January 1939. Confirmation came within few 
days from several physical research laboratories this 
and other countries. was the culmination several 
years atomic experimentation and almost immediately 
there was speculation the military potentialities 
atomic energy. 


the following chapters the author considers the re- 
search problems which had solved, the assignment 
these problems various university research labora- 
tories, the history, organization and administration the 
Atomic Bomb Project, the choice sites for and the 
building the special plants for uranium isotope separa- 
tion and plutonium production, the health problems aris- 
ing because the radioactivity the materials, the setting 
the atomic bomb laboratory New Mexico, and 
the final testing the bomb. pointed out that since 
explosion occurs unless the amount active material 
exceeds certain critical value was impossible test 
bomb. For this reason the theoretical re- 
search work was extensive and had carried out with 
utmost precision. 


whole the book gives the impression “rush job” 
and somewhat lacking organization. difficult 
except for someone already familiar with the termi- 

nology nuclear physics. seems that book this 

ature there could have been clearer delineation the 
oficial views the moral considerations involved the 
use such bomb. There are only brief implications 
these views; see pp. 82, 212, 223, 253. 


doubt the scientists and engineers, representing many 
nationalities, who contributed its development and were 
quick estimate the potentialities the atomic bomb 
Were motivated the fear that enmy nation might 
develop and use first with disastrous consequences us. 
doubt too these same men sincerely hope with the 
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majority mankind that the fruits their efforts will 
never again used except the pursuits peace. 
Joseph Harper, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Adams, T., Editor Chief. 
History, Vol. II, 
418p. $7.50. 


This second volume the series Album American 
History, should associated with the Atlas American 
History, the Dictionary American History, six vol- 
umes, and the Dictionary American Biography, 
twenty-two volumes. All who have used these books 
feel deeply indebted Scribner’s for having maintained 
such consistenly high standards the production the 
many volumes issued date. the work being reviewed, 
aid has been secured from approximately seventy-five 
historical societies and similar organizations. result 
the album contains reproductions priceless pictures, 
pamphlets, etc., scattered throughout the nation. 
torial material, and running commentary furnished 
Coleman, the managing editor, make this visual aid 
the understanding the period from 1783 1853 very 
valuable. Almost anyone will find interesting; should 
tution with limited budget might well plan purchase 
the Album, the Atlas, and the Dictionary American 
History. The Dictionar American Biography neces- 
sarily rather expensive, even the so-called “popular 
priced edition,” and would more value college 
students than high school pupils. Readers old and 
young will find the 1300 illustrations this second volume 
the Album very helpful learning more about the way 
the people the period lived, how they made their 
livings, what they read, how the railways were built, etc. 
Much sound history may painlessly obtained simply 
looking the interesting pages this volume. may 
well recommended all readers, and especially all 
libraries interested securing good reference books. 


Album American 


Sept. 17, 1945. 


Paul Kiniery 
Loyola University, Chicago 


The Wool Merchant Segovia (St. 
Sept. 30, 1945. 202p. 


Farnum, Mabel. 
Alphonsus Rodriguez). Bruce. 


$2.00. 


Five years ago Mabel Farnum gave vivid account 
New World apostle whose zeal went out extra- 
ordinary degree the enslaved members the Negro 
race. Peter Claver, Jesuit priest Cartagena and canon- 
ized saint, was the disciple things spiritual the 
author’s present hero, the wool merchant Segovia, 
Alonso Rodriguez. That writer should led from the 
one the other but natural. For the reader for- 
tunate, not only because the excellent treatment the 
saint has received, but also because the humdrum tasks 
the business man, father family and Jesuit brother 
are more challenge practical sanctity for the average 
man than are the adventuresome exploits the crusading 
missionary. Both careers were admirable but Alonso’s 
came nearer the sameness daily life. 


Alphonsus Rodriguez—not confused with the well- 
known spiritual writer the same name—was canonized, 
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together with Peter Claver, and half 
centuries had elapsed since his birth 1532 the son 
wool merchant the Castilian town Segovia. 
The boy fell heir his father’s business fifteen years 
later, after but year’s schooling the Jesuit college 
Alcala. his mother’s suggestion married and for 
some years led devout life the hard-working head 
family until his wife and three children were all snatched 
from him death. The middle-aged Alphonsus, freed 
from his responsibilities, sought admission the newly 
formed Society Jesus. The last forty-six years his 
life were spent brother porter the college Palma 
the island Majorca. His seemingly commonplace 
life came end 1617, when Alphonsus was eighty-five. 
each succeding October thirtieth the feast reminds 
that his death was precious the sight the Lord. 
The author tells her story well. pageantry six- 
teenth century Spain lives again, the Moorish pirates 
off the coasts Majorca and the apostolic activities 
the early Jesuit Fathers. The visit Blessed Peter Faber 
the Rodriguez home makes deep impression the 
reader, just did the nine year old Alphonsus, who 
learned from him about the work and character 
Ignatius Loyola. The achievements Ignatius are briefly 
but ably told chapter nine, are Alonso’s inspiring 
relations with the missioner-to-be, Peter Claver, later 
the book. Mabel Farnum knows how portray saints 
for modern readers. She does not catalog their virtues 
and ignore the weaknesses but reveals both man and saint 
vivid account their daily lives. 
The life Alphonsus was remarkable combination 
action and contemplation. did his work well yet 
climbed the heights prayerful union with God. This 
life conveys some the inner harmony his soul 
but, unfortunately common popular lives, much 
the richness his interior experience passed by. Per- 
haps are too exacting, for the brief two-hundred 
pages the simplicity character, the devotion duty, 
the patience under trial, well the exceptional love 
for God and men, all stand out. More explanation 
Alonso’s seeming departure from the golden mean the 
moral virtues would have been order, but this not 
say that the relation his apparent extremes vir- 
tue detracts from his sanctity. 
For the sake accuracy would like point out that 
the revolution the sun around the earth was never con- 
demned heresy and therefore the reference 
“the then heretical opinion” (p. without meaning. 
would have been loss had the author omitted the 
dubious legend about Borgia experiencing conversion 
gazed into the face the dead Isabella. These are minor 
defects worthwhile work. 
The Wool Merchant Segovia definitely popular, 
readable life. Youth will profit and older readers 
relish it. will enjoy it. Mabel Farnum has capably 
picked out the highlights saint’s career and put them 
attractive setting. 

William Gibbons, 


Associate Editor, 


Camp, William Martin. Skip Lou. Doubleday, 
Doran. Aug. 23, 1945. $2.50. 


Lou Jolly, lissome mountain lass, was the victim that 
intense kind love which seems anaesthetize the 


Camp Sabatini 
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intelligence. Nobody but Lou could see anything special 
that itinerant carpenter from Indiana, Vigo Hoxie, 
who wandered into Happy Holler, sequestered glen 
the Arkansas Ozarks where Lou had been born and spent 
her She married him, bore him four children, and 
did his part the work each summer when would 
wander off distant states, returning home drunk and 
broke her welcoming arms. 

When war workers were needed California Vigo signed 
for himself and his eldest Thad. Lou, effort 
keep the family together, joined them with the rest 
the children, making the long trek their jalopy and 
homemade trailer. Arrived the west coast they find, 
instead the neat white house they had hoped for, 
subhuman existence one those mobile slums known 
“trailer camps.” Vigo becomes surly, gets drunk, 
neglects his war job, and continues his 
ciation with Mamie Cossy which had begun his 
last night home Happy Holler. Against alien 
background wartime California Lou tries her level best 
save her family from moral and economic disaster, 
yearning all the time return her quiet mountain 
home where they had been happy and could cope with 
life. When Mamie meets terrifying death result 
her prostitution, Vigo disappears, and the fatherless 
family gratefully returns its cabin the Ozarks. The 
details Vigo’s unfaithfulness remain unknown Lou, 
who would ready take him back, and sober him up, 
should ever return. 

Except for slow and repetitious start, this interesting 
story. Lou admirable character, well drawn and 
convincing; indeed all the people who move through 
the book are skillfully conceived and presented. The 
author knows how weave minor incidents into the 
fabric his story without letting the seams show, e.g. the 
threatened race riot Chapter sympathetic 
hill people and their ways, making the most the 
contrast between their life and “civilized” life. Thus 
pays his respect the buttinsky type social worker 
who barges into humble homes and prescribes bathtubs 
and fewer children (p. 265). Unfortunately can 
recommend the book only mature readers because 
the provocative nature certain passages (pp. 17-23, 
87-91, 149-51, 363-367, 385-6, etc.) and copious helping 
swearing and gutter talk. Yet justice the author 
must said that such passages not set the tone 
the narrative, and that sin not presented something 
desirable. 


Phillips Temple 
Georgetown University 


Washington 


Sabatini, Rafael. The Birth Mischief. Houghton. July 
10, 1945. 308p. $2.50. 


Betrayed the Crown shrewish commoner wife for 
his Jacobite activities Charles Stuart-Dene, Marquess 
Alverley flees his cousin Fritz von Katte Berlin and 
secures employment aide-de-camp the gross and 
boorish Frederick William, second King Prussia. There 
partakes the building the first Prussian army, 
cluding the famous giant grenadier guards. There also 
sees the tyrannical dealings the King with his weakling 
son, Frederick who nagged and browbeaten 
There also meets Dorothea Ritter, music companion 
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the Crown Prince. Frederick plans escape from his 
father’s tyranny but when his plans are discovered im- 
prisoned. His escape regarded the King part 
attempt upon the latter’s life and kingdom. Fear 
his father’s cruelty causes Frederick implicate Katte 
who had done naught but seek dissuade the Crown 
Prince from his plans. his rage the King executes Katte 
unjustly and seizes Dorothea for degrading public punish- 
ment. 


But Alverley rescues Dorothea, with whom has fallen 
love, and they flee Paris where they eke out meagre 
living for many years, she being his mistress. When Doro- 
thea coveted nephew Richelieu Alverly 
forces duel which victorious only land 
prison because edict forbidding duelling. From 
thence rescued Cardinal Fluery condition 
that will Germany spy Frederick (the 
Great) who has now succeeded his father’s throne. 
This abhorrent man noble nature (?) 
but because the hatred bears Frederick for Katte’s 
death accepts. Berlin received cordially 
Frederick and given confidential post the King’s secre- 
tary from whence relays information constantly his 
French employers. Weak, vain and perfidious Crown 
Prince Frederick has not changed basically King but has 
added lust for power and dominion and sets about using 
his father’s military machine that end. Just the 


moment the matter the Imperial succession coming 
the fore and also the Pragmatic Sanction which 
Prussia had been signatory. 


intriguing with both 
sides and deceitfully promising everybody everything Fred- 
erick enabled annex Silesia the cost minor mili- 
tary operations. Alverley finally discovered spy 
the moment when his son has arrived from England 
with news his wife’s death, leaving him free marry 
Dorothea, and his own pardon carrying with restoration 
his title and estates. Because the motive, order 
advance his own policy and exchange for his life, 
which Alverley had saved minor skirmish, the King 
pardons the Marquess, providing the happy ending the 
story. 


This swashbuckling tale adventure such those 
produced the Sabatini earlier days. Rather 
hackneyed, dull and forced attempt elaborate the 
fundamental baseness the German nature. Neither 
characters nor incidents are lifelike real. The usual 
Sabatini duel included the usual adultery. Twice 
Luther referred great reformer and page 204 
the Cardinal, Fleury, shown sacrificing justice ex- 
pediency. One two minor objectionable references 
the Church complete the roll call the book’s short- 
comings. Though would probably not harmful 
adult readers this reviewer can see absolutely reason 
for the book anyone. 


Thurber, James. The White Deer. 
Sept. 27, $2.50. 


the four them—King Clode, and his sons Thag, 
Gallow and Jorn—only the last and youngest was certain 
that the lost princess was human being and not 
creature who would revert her metamorphosed shape 
fleet white deer. had all happened before, when 
Clode was young and solved the easiest the three tasks 
imposed princess for the gift her hand. Now, Thag 


Harcourt, Brace. 
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got the Blue Boar’s tusks, Gallow captured Sacred 
Sword, and Jorn picked cherries which changed into 
rubies. When the final test came, and they had state 
their conviction that the princess was truly girl, only 
Jorn was steadfast. Clode then set about preparing 
nuptials. 


younger age, when Andrew Lang’s colored antholo- 
gies intrigued the now adult reader, this sort thing 
went long way, and suspended all realistic judgment. 
Now that the reader has grown up, something else 
needed make fairy tale palatable. Thurber tries 
work bit humor, and pleasantly satirizes the Royal 
Recorder and the Royal Physician and the Royal Time- 
keeper—and all historians, lawyers and scientists with 
them. The nearest the real Thurber the incident 
the Physician taking his own temperature: doctor 
must check his health, patient tells himself the full 
truth about his condition; hence turns over his bed 
and remains low spirits. There are sturdy attempts 
Lewis Carroll, Mrs. Malaprop, and even Colonel Stoop- 
nagle; wild nonsense about invisibility and charms, toad- 
stools which become butterflies and snow which falls 
from the ground; sonorous alliteration and snatches 
easy verse. All all, however, strained—neither 
impossible enough suit the old-fashioned child, nor 
smart enough technique appeal the older imagi- 
nation. One inclined regret that the effort was not 
made instead Dr. Seuss the manner the Five Hun- 
dred Hats, and kept child’s level, with 
illustrations. However, even half-dozen laughs per 
volume better than the average most modern writing. 


James Edward Tobin 
Fordham University 
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Burnet, Dana. The Question. Knopf. Sept. 20, 1945. 


42p. $1.00. 


The question asked the backwoods preacher the old 
couple whose son was killed this war was universal 
one, “Why does our boys have and git kilt 
keep God’s world order?” Resorting parable the 
preacher gives three-fold answer: that sacrifice was 
necessary save the present world from destruction, that 
suffering caused evil within which are often 
blind are inheriters evil tendencies from the 
past); that the son the old couple “has lost his life 
(on earth) find (in heaven).” God reminds the 
couple the sacrifice made His Son. 


some readers the style may seem flippant, lacking 
reverence God. The Question does remind one 
Negro spiritual but there nothing unsound about it. More 
detailed treatment “the evil within might have 
for anyone although Catholics will prefer Abp. Spell- 
man’s Risen Soldier the superbly written Upon This 
Rock Emile Cammaerts. 


Huxley, Aldous. The Perennial Philosophy. 
Sept. 26, 1945. xiv, 312p. $3.00. 


Critics have commented the astonishing erudition 
Mr. Huxley, and has even occurred some that some- 
times Mr. Huxley may guilty “showing off”. Leaving 


Harper. 


that point Mr. Huxley, and his conscience, this book 
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does show extraordinarily wide acquaintance with the 
religious literature the east and west. Catholic, Protes- 
tant, Jewish, Indian, Chinese and Arabian sources have 
been used abundance, with the author occasionally 
lapsing into the native tongue the source quoted. Yet 
the book less remarkable for this feature than for 
the extraordinarily facile manner treating some the 
most fundamental questions historical religion and re- 
ligious psychology. Acquaintance with the sources not 
guarantee understanding, fact which painfully 
evident throughout the book. His method quote and 
quote again, and then, interpret for 
the uninformed lay reader. 


The Perennial Philosophy Mr. Huxley common note 
achieve that experience. This common note perennial 
and universal, all ages and all cultures. This not 
surprising, since inevitable, man being what is, that 
the deepest drive his being should express itself every- 
where and all times. Mr. Huxley’s opinion, how- 
ever, this common note constitutes the entirety all valid 
religious experience. the one saving feature 
Catholicism, Protestantism, and Judaism; has been, 
more pure form, the abiding feature the eastern 
religions. Whatever good any these religions have 
accomplished has been accomplished because the pres- 
ence this element. The evil that they have done, and 
the evil has been widespread, attributable the fact 
that these forms religion have added ritualistic and 
sacramental forms the Perennial Philosophy, thus ob- 
scuring it. 


The Perennial Philosophy deals with experience: “The 
direct apprehension the divine Ground act 
intuition possible, its fullness, only the selflessly pure 
heart” (p. 255). Now purity heart, Mr. Huxley’s 
meaning, achieved denying totally the senarative 
self, that is, the self which clings its own individuality, 
that holds back from losing itself the Absolute, that 
cannot bring itself submerge its will the will God. 
entirely matter individual effort; institutional 
mediation, not even supernatural grace (in the orthodox 
sense the word, not the Huxleyan) can bring about 
this annihilation the Moreover each individual 
predestined his own psychological constitution make 
the renunciation his own peculiar way. Once has 
de-individualized himself, becomes apt candidate 
for spiritual progress for now will come know him- 
self nothing and know the God-head the all-embrac- 
ing Reality. The de-individualizing the individual will 
naturally followed de-socialization society, and 
de-nationalization nations. The final state man 
will Huxleyan paradise. 


Mr. Huxley finds fault with the historical faiths that 
they have been too preoccupied with the temporal and 
with time, the neglected this timeless religious experi- 
ence. Hence they have fallen into church-worship, state- 
worship, revolutionary future-worship, 
worship, all which are opposed charity and are 
essentially Only the Perennial Philosophy, 
which outside time, can restore all things Huxley’s 
God. Hinduism and Buddhism, the historical 
religions, have kept the timelessness the experience 


the Absolute. 
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The Catholic Church particular has failed because 
caters degenerate emotionalism reason its ritual 
and its sacramental system. Emotion has place what. 
ion about incompatible with ‘experience’ 
immediate awareness God pure heart which has 
mortified even its most exalted emotions” (p. 255). And 
because the Perennial Philosophy was overlaid with 
excessive amount sacramentalism and with 
trous preoccupation with things time, the less saintly 
members the hierarchy were exposed enormous and 
quite unnecessary temptations, and, duly succumbing 
them, out into persecution, simony, power 
tics, secret high finance and collaboration with 
despots” (p. 270). This certainly tremendous 
tion from the fact that the Catholic Church preserves the 
Sacraments instituted Christ! 


Such inaccuracies fact and fallacies reasoning clutter 
the entire book. The principal weakness Mr. 
ley’s method that snatches quotations out their 
literary and historical context, gives them interpretation 
that frequently consistent with neither. This 
cially true his treatment the Gospels. Had 
tended his reading include some accurate statements 
the belief the Catholic Church, would have avoided 
such ridiculous statements this about Faith: 
lief propositions which know cannot 
(p. would have described the 
the Atonement follows: “The orthodox doctrine the 
Atonement attributes God characteristics that would 
discreditable even human potentate, and its model 
the universe not the product spiritual insight 
tionalized philosophic reflection, but rather the 
jection lawyer’s phantasy” (p. 232). 


few rare passages, where turns his attention 
current poses and Mr. Huxley writes sense. 
Such accident inevitable book this length. 
What desires the way religion remains vague 
the end. must cold religion, for there room 
for emotion, and must esoteric and proud religion, 
for must us, being perfectly human, require some emo 
tional stimulus aid religious service and 
tion. Sometimes one suspects that Mr. Huxley incens 
ing the One Plotinus; other times the presence 
Spinoza’s Absolute suspected; most the time, though, 
just Mr. Huxley. 


Charles Denecke, 


University Scranton 


Gilbert, Anthony. The Scarlet Button. Smith and Dur 
rell. Sept. 1945. 169p. $2.00. 


This murder most foul and most real—no mere 
puzzle time-tables and adjoining rooms. There are two 
corpses. The first, extremely unsympathetic one, 
Chigwell the blackmailer, carries his very name 
nous associations with the Chigwell that the center 
the black doings concerned with Dennis the hangman 
and Maypole Hugh Dickens’ grim melodrama 
Barnaby Rudge. The second, most sympathetic one, 
Bess Carter the pathetically attractive barmaid the 
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the market town 
Whipley Cross, brings the reader into touch with the 
cheerful, shabby blowsiness proletarianized England out 
which, more serious vein, Graham 
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Richard Llewellyn make their respective harvests. There 
almost third before the hunt closes the murderer 
—we are glad spared that fantastic little Victorian 
gentleman, Mr. Posselthwaite, with his old fashioned 
punctilio towards members Parliament and his Pick- 
wickian courtesy ladies met casually foggy nights 
bus stops, ladies who drop such essential clues crim- 
son button shaped like dolphin. The foregoing testi- 
mony enough Anthony Gilbert’s powers atmosphere 
and, more especially, characterization, this latter quality 
rather unusual whodunit where the personages 
the tragedy blood are generally many walking gentle- 
men, lay figures, well-typed and well-dressed dummies, 
Guy Fawkes scarecrows, suitable for moving about 
pawns but hardly relished for their own individual 
bouquets personality. The narrative equally seduc- 
tive, with much the psychological tension Francis Iles 
and Nicholas Blake manage inject into their work. 
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One does not demand that dust jacket blurb deal 
accurate criticism, but The Scarlet Button’s lurid wrapper 
perpetrates particularly outrageous slander when 
afirms that Arthur Crook, Mr. Gilbert’s lawyer sleuth, 
sort British Perry Mason.” Nothing could 
further off the mark. Perry Mason, who derives from the 
hard picaro shell the American frontier and was sired 
Dashiell Hammett’s Sam Spade, well enough his 
way, Arthur Crook. But their ways are different 
ways. Crook breaks the common British pattern the 
aristocratic flaneur turned detective return the older 
Dickensian lower middle class tradition 
Nadgett and Bleak House’s Inspector Bucket. one 
looking for contemporary analogues among English ama- 
teurs detection Crook has something common with 
Bailey’s nasty Joshua Clunk, possibly the most 
repellent creation the mystery story date, certainly 
the fictional detective the present reviewer most allergic 
to; and, except that gentleman, with Peter Chey- 
hardboiled and raffish West 
Only more authentic and more engaging than they 
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capital offense for reviewer expose mystery 
dénouement, but any Quiz Kid wants tip, Mr. 
Gilbert here employs the difficult cat-and-mouse gambit 
invented Dostoievski for Raskolnikov and Porfiry 
Crime and Punishment and borrowed, quite recently, 
Georges Simeon for Inspector Maigret and his Czech 
the American edition, the first the two nouvelles 
The Patience Maigret. 
For the discriminating student the modern thriller. 
Charles Brady 
Canisius College 


Sixty Million and Hitch- 
Sept. 10, 1945. Cloth, $2.00; 


and Dur 


Wallace, Henry. 
cock; Simon and Schuster. 


paper, $1.00. 


was not without reason that Wallace’s latest tract was 
simultaneously the front page the Sunday 
book review section the New York Times and the New 
York Herald-Tribune. For Wallace has become, partly 
the enthusiasm his friends and even more 
the venom his enemies, the leading symbol 
the crusade for full employment. The present book 
makes abundantly clear that most his enemies have 
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misunderstood his economic philosophy and that some 
them have deliberately misrepresented it. 


Wallace has been pictured—or caricatured—by the re- 
actionary press “fuzzy” and subversive advocate 
governmental regimentation. The truth the matter 
(if truth any longer relevant) that Wallace far more 
intelligent friend the American enterprise system than 
most its self-appointed champions. matter fact, 
the present book very aptly could have been subtitled: 
“How preserve the system private enterprise”. 


Wallace convinced that private enterprise headed for 
early and unlamented death unless can provide 
60,000,000 steady jobs decent wages within the next five 
years, with national income about 200 billions 
dollars. Wallace believes that can done—if the 

eans are willed sincerely the end. And can 
done, says, without benefit regimentation. 


Admittedly Wallace wants the Federal Government 
help, but points out more than once that “neither busi- 
ness alone nor labor, nor agriculture, nor bankers, nor 
(italics added) can bring about full and sus- 
tained employment. It’s common task which can 
accomplished only the mutual and continuing coopera- 
tion all these groups. “United stand...” Divided 
plunge into economic disaster and divided officiate 
the obsequies private enterprise. 


would concur with those who have already pointed out 
that Wallace’s book more stimulant thought 
than practical and detailed guide immediate action, 
but, even that, has suggested with reasonable com- 
pleteness the outline program for full employment— 
outline for which presumably indebted pro- 
fessional economists like Keynes and Beveridge and Han- 
sen. Central his thesis the stark and undeniable 
proposition that “any real expansion markets must 
come from the increased purchasing power those fami- 
lies which before the war were the lowest income 
specifically and principally from those twelve 
million more families which 1940 had annual in- 
comes less than $1000. Wallace “ornery” and 
stubborn that cannot understand how you can possibly 
sell new stoves and vacuum cleaners and plastic what-nots 
people who can’t even afford balanced diet. 


would hazard the guess that it’s this part Wallace’s 
theory, rather than his philosophy government, which 
has earned him the fierce and almost fanatical hatred 
his enemies. For repeat that his philosophy the state 
anything but radical—unless, course, it’s radical 
maintain, does repeatedly, that federal participation 
economic affairs must not lead government control 
and insist that “we must have the maximum amount 
interest, initiative, and responsibility for every 
ounce government stimulus participation”. 
this radicalism, need immediate revision our 
standard dictionaries. 

Rev. George Higgins, 

Washington, 


* * 


Gardner, Erle Stanley. The Case the 
Wife. Mill Co., Inc. Sept. 19, 1945. 218p. $2.00. 


When Parker Benton invited all interested parties for 
overnight trip his yacht, merely meant make the 
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settlement the oil lease controversy easier. But the out- 
come all was murder. Perry Mason, one the guests, 
finds himself with the murderer his All the 
evidence points certain direction, but when goes 
that direction lands $250,000.00 suit for defama- 
tion character. this point Della Street sighs: “Gosh, 
chief, and thought you had solved.” 

Who killed Scott Shelby? Among the candidates are 
Marion Shelby, his long-suffering wife; Ellen Cushing, 
with whom had transacted some shady business deals; 
Jane Keller, whose property was attempting ruin; 
and Art Lacey, who objected his way with women. 


This Perry Mason story with slightly different twist, 
but won’t spoil things specifying what is. 
Ruth Streaker Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 
Lariar, Lawrence, Editor. Best Cartoons the Year 


1945. Crown. Sept. 15, 1945. 128p. $2.00. 


This collection cartoons published 1945 drawn 
from such magazines Liberty, Colliers, Saturday Evening 
Post, American, Judge and the newspaper PM. There 
are some three hundred items, the work fifty-five 
cartoonists. These items were chosen the individual 
cartoonist representing the best their published work. 
mention made the person who chose the car- 
toonists nor are any other criteria choice indicated. 
There introduction one, Stoopnagle, his 
usual style. Short autobiographical sketches are given 
each cartoonists much the same vein. The cartoons 
themselves range over almost all the scenes contempor- 
ary American life but there definite reduction this 
year those with military The political cartoon 
completely omitted are those social and economic 
problems. The items included are intended humor- 
ous but the mirth provoking qualities many are low. 
There are some grotesqueries such those Virgil 
Partch and many the “screwball” type. Extremely sug- 
gestive cartoons are found several cases pp. 23, 
80, 81, 83, and rather crude and offensive item ap- 
pears page There reason for recommending 
this collection any extent although probably would 
harmless for the average adult. 

Day, Robert. All Out for the Sack Race! Random House. 
Sept. 17, Unpaged. $2.50. 
This the fourth collection cartoons from The New 
Yorker, published time for the Christmas Service trade. 
Its average somewhat better than its predecessors, 
The Better Taylors, etc. Some three four, such “Say 
when,” contain sexy innuendoes. the whole may 
classified adult entertainment for those who 
for this sort amusement. 


Index This Volume 
Note: After the reference page and date there given 
numerical symbol indicating the moral classification 
the book. These are the groups which the symbols refer: 
Suitable for General Reading. 
Suitable for Adults Only Because of: 
Content and Style Too Advanced for Ado- 
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Adams, Album American History, 1783-1853, 
Adams, Woollcott, 66. July 1945. IIb Durkir 
Albrand, None Shall Know, 70. July 1945. 
Alland, The Springfield Plan, 91. Aug. 15, 
Allingham, Pearls Before Swine, 15, 
Farnur 
Arno, The Bedside Tales, 76. July 15, 1945. phor 
Bailey, Woodrow Wilson and the Great Betrayal, 
Baker, Party Line, 31. May 1945. 
Bauer, Behold Your King, 93. Sept. 1945. 
Bayer, Eye for Eye, 76. July 15, 1945. 
Bell, Woodrow Wilson and the People, 73. July 
15, 1945. Ila 
Bemelmans, The Blue Danube, 30. May 1945. 
Bonsal, When the French Were Here, 10. Apr. 
1945. Ila 
Borden, Francesca Cabrini. Staff Scrip, 
Bourke, Augustine’s Quest for Wisdom, 68. July 
Bowers, The Young Jefferson, 1743-1789, 
1945. June 
Bromfield, Pleasant Valley, 37. May 15, 1945. Ila 
Brooks, The Brick Foxhole, 46. June 1945. 
Brown, Artie Greengroin, Pfc., 86. Aug. 
Buchanan, This Bread, 70. July 1945. Godden, 
Burnet, The Question, 119. Oct. 1945. Apr. 
Burnett, Time Young, 26. May 1945. Gorman 
Caniff, Male Call, 86. Aug. 1945. IIb 
Caruso, Enrico Caruso; His Life and Death, 
Casey, Battle Below: The War the Submarines, Hackett, 
Aug. 15, 1945. Sept 
Casey, This Where Came In, 97. Sept. Hale, 
Caspary, Bedelia, 76. July 15, 1945. IIb 
Chase, Men Work, 56. June 15, 1945. Ila Hamlin, 
Clark, The City Trembling Leaves, 45. June Harvard 
Society 
Cohen, Coming Home, 47. June 1945. atcher, 
Corbett, The Red-haired Lady, 59. June 15, Hauser, 
Corwin, Note Triumph, 62. June 15, 
1945. Ila ayes, D 
Costain, The Black Rose, 94. Sept. 1945. 
Crabb, Breakfast the Hermitage, Apr. Hilton, 
Dallin, The Big Three. The United States, Britain 
and Russia, Aug. 15, 1945. 
Dark The Little Company, 40. May 15, 1945. 
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Deeping, Reprieve, 65. July 1945. 

Derrickson, Funny Business, 108. Sept. 15, 1945. 

83-1853, Dunne, Padre Views South America, 13. Apr. 
15, 1945. 

Durkin, John Dooley Confederate Soldier, 25. May 


May 
Farnum, The Wool Merchant Segovia (St. Al- 


Fast, Patrick Henry and the Frigate’s Keel, 39. 
May 15, 1945. 
Feeney, Your Second Childhood, 84. Aug 1945. 
Fenisong, The Lost Caesar, 99. Sept. 1945. Ila 
45, Fishbein, Doctors War, 85. Aug. 1945. 
Fitzpatrick, Universal Military Training, 109. Oct. 
1945, Fontaine, The Happy Time, July 15, 1945. IIb 
Ford, Philadelphia Murder Story, 31. May 1945. 
Forester, Commodore Hornblower, 43. June 
Forman, Report from Red China, Apr. 1945. 
Apr. Gardner, The Case the Golddigger’s Purse, 53. 
June 1945. 
Gardner, The Case the Half-wakened Wife, 121. 
1945. Oct. 1945. 
945. Flew Without Guns, 74. July 15, 
Gilbert, The Scarlet Button, 120. Oct. 1945. 
Godden, Take Three Tenses, Fugue Time, 18. 
Apr. 15, 1945. IIa 
Ila 
Govan, Jennifer’s House, May 1945. IIb 
Hercules, Shipmate, 116. Oct. 1945. 
Hackett, Fifty Years Best Sellers, 1895-1945, 96. 
Sept. 1945. 
Sept. Hale, Midsummer Nightmare, 77. July 15, 1945. 
History Poland, 39. May 15, 1945. 
Hamlin, Nine Mile Bridge, 75. July 15, 1945. 
June Harvard Committee Report. General Education Free 
Society, Oct. 1945. Ila 
Hauser, The German Talks Back, 110. Oct. 
June 15, 1945. Ila 
Hayes, Who Walk With the Earth, Apr. 15, 
Ila 
Apr. Hilton, Well Remembered, 80. Aug. 1945. 
Huxley, The Perennial Philosophy, 119. Oct. 
Jensen, The Long Journey, 35. May 15, 1945. Ila 


Index 


Kehoe, Sweep Dusk, 75. July 15, 

Kent, The Bond Peace, 1945. Ila 

King, The Deadly Dove, 53. June 1945. Ila 

Kingdon, Uncommon Man—Henry Wallace and 
Million Jobs, 59. June 15, 1945. Ila 

Kintziger, Bay Mild, 61. June 15, 1945. 

Kirkbride, Winds, Blow Gently, 27. May 1945. 

Knight, Stream Sinister, Apr. 1945. 

Korson, His Side, 60. June 15, 1945. 

Kossak, The Leper King, 67. july 1945. Ila 


Langley, Lion the Streets, June 15, 
1945. IIb 

Lariar, Best Cartoons the Year 1945, 122. Oct. 
1945. IIb 

Lauterbach, These are the Russians, 64. July 
1945. Ila 

Lavin, The House Clewe Street, 46. June 
1945. Ila 

Lawrence, Star Danced, 85. Aug. 1945. 

Lawrence, Let Consider One Another, 59. June 
15, 1945. Ila 

Lehmann, The Ballad and the Source, Apr. 

Lennon, Victoria Through the Looking Glass, 16. 
Apr. 15, 

Lewis, Beyond Personality, 38. May 15, 1945. 

Linton, The Science Man the World Crisis, 15. 
Apr. 15, 

Look, Editors of. Movie Lot Beachhead, 28. May 

Lothar, The Prisoner, 34. May 15, 1945. IIb 


MacLean, Dynamic World Order, 49. June 

MacLennan, Two Solitudes, 19. Apr. 15, 1945. 

McMeekin, Black Moon, 106. Sept. 15, 1945. 

McNaughton, This Man Truman, 103. Sept. 15, 

Macy, Hidden Hunger, 105. Sept. 15, 1945. Ila 

Magner, Personality and Living, 44. June 

Manchester, New World Machines, May 15, 

Adventures Grace, 90. Aug. 15, 1945. 

Marsh, Ask Quarter, May 1945. IIb 

Marshall, The World, the Flesh, and Father Smith, 

Marshall, The Upstart, 30. May 1945. 

Martin, The Outsiders, 20. Apr. 15, 1945. Ila 

Mauldin, Front, 56. June 15, 1945. IIb 

Maxwell, The Folded Leaf, 61. June 15, 

Mencken, The American Language. Supplement 
101. Sept. 15, 1945. 
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